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“Technical courses
require creativity,
committed work plan’

Dr Mayilsamy Annadurai addressing the students at the Excel Education-
al Institutions, Pallakkapalayam

E:prnssﬂﬁshniﬂ
Salem, January 30°

COMMITTED study with a fu-
ture plan by students and a con-
tinually self-developing faculty
need to go hand in hand in tech-
nical institutions to make tech-
nical education result in the
country's development, said Dr
Mayilsamy Annedurai, Indian
Epace Research O ganization.
Spesiing at the i augural of
&th ISTE Convention on Science
and Technology at the Excel
Educational Institutions at
Palakkapalayam, the Chan-
drayaan project director said
that unlike other subjects, tech-

nical and engineering courses:

reguire creativity and commit- '
ted work plan.
“Sadly Dnl}r 25 per cent of the

students are able to chart out a
successful and accomplished
career. This is because of lack
of interest and motivation. Cre-
ative spark is fretted off due to
many reasons and mainly due
to indulgence in time wasting
activities. Hence students
should turn responsible to-
wards their parents and the
society at large. Teachers in

 technical institutions should

try to devélop the ability to in-
spire students to transcend me-
diocrity and become achievers,”
he said.

ISTE president Shetty deliv-
ered keynote address. Dr Samp-
son Ravindaran, principal CSI
Polytechnic and Dr A K Nate-
san, honorary chairman, Excel
Educational Institutions spoke
at the function. -
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‘Science and technology have
helped country develop’

Nation is now self-sufficient in food production: V-C

INNOVATION: Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare 5. Gandhi Selvan (right), Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University Vice-Chancellor P. Murugesa Boopathi (second right) and others look at the |
exhibits displayed at the Science and Tech, Agri Expo, organised on Friday at Excel Engineering College,
Komarapalayam. — PHOTO: M. GOVARTHAN

Staff Reporter

ERODE: Science and technol-
ogy have aided the country’s
development. The nation is
what it is today because of the
two, P. Murugesa Boopathi,
Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University,
Coimbatore, has said,
“Though science and tech-
nology have contributed for
the owverall development,
their role in agriculture is sin-
gular, for the country has
achieved self sufficiency in
food production,” he said at
the Science and Tech'Expo,
Agri Expo and Aero Show, or-
ganised by the Excel Educa-
tional Institutions in
Komarapalayam on Friday.,
“In 1947 when the popula-
tion was around 36 crore and
food production 53 mn tonne,
the country struggled to feed

people. Food had to be im-
ported and the nation was de-
pendent on other countries.
Today, however, it is self suf-
ficient and the reason is sci-
ence and technology.”

Dr. Boopathi said during
the Third Five-Year Plan the
Union Government decided
to focus on agricultural devel-
opment as food production
was not at the expected level
and people in rural dreas con-
tinued to live in poverty.

That was when the Govern-
ment funded the setting up of
agricultural universities and
research stations to promote
agriculture and allied
activities,

“Today, if the food produc-
tion stands . at 234 mn tonne
and the Government is able to

feed hungry mouths it is be-

cause of the infusion of sci-
ence and technnlum_r in

'
Tiny

agriculture and the ushering
in of Green Revolution,” he
reiterated.

The current challenge be-
fore agricultural institutions
was more as area under cul-
tivation was shrinking while
the demand for food was
growing, he said.

He added that TNAU was
promoting the use of the sys-
tem of rice intensification
(SRI) in paddy, bringing in
drip irrigation, introducing
precision farming, ete.

The University was also
working on farm mechanisa-
tion and implements to suit
Indian conditions, where
land holding is small. These
would soon be introduced.

He also said that the insti-
tution had so far introduced
246 new varleties of crops
and 163 pieces of farm
equipment.

Union Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare 5.
Gandhi Selvan said the coun-
try had made rapid strides in
agriculture, health and med-
icine, industry, transport and
media all because of science
and technology.

He also spoke on the State
Government's efforts to pro-
mote education and support .
weaker sections of the
society. |

C.V. Giriraj, Senior Scien-
tist, National Aerospace Lab-
oratories, spoke on the theme
of how his organisation
helped students.

Chairman, Excel Group of
Institutions, AK. Natesan
said the management orga-
nised the function to preyide
a platform for students to
showcase their talent and in-
teract with experts from aca-
demia and industry.
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.SCIENTECH EXPO 2010

‘Rs 1000 cr allocated for
research in health sector’

Express News Service
Salem, January 29

AS'PART of the 9th state
level convention Scientech

Expo 2010 at Excel Educa:

« tional Institutions, exhibi-

tions on science and tech:

nology, aeronautics ‘and
agro technology were inau-
gurated on Friday

Inaugurating the exhibi- |

tions, Union Minister for
State for Health and Family '
Welfare & Gandhi _Selva'n’
said application oriented
research was the need.of
the hour and the govern-

ment was allocating huge

sums to stimulate path
breaking research ideas. In

the health sector alone, Rs -

1000 crore has been allocat-
ed for regearch.
College Jevel exhibitions

can go 4 long way in helping

students to tap their hidden
creative and innovative

thinking capabilities, he .

said

going for higher education
is 4 mere nine percent and
in prderto encolrage more
students from the poor badk-
ground to go for higher edu-
cation, the state govérnment
has. 1aunnheﬂ a scheme to .
;ive full finaneial support
on ment hasw the mmlste:r

said.
sa Bmpa-

l:u-‘PM':"

thy, Vice ChahceE sllor, Tamiil

As percentage’ of students.

mmmt be stupped Precision

fariiing technologies based -

.on Israeli technigues ad-

opted in the state has proved
‘to'be a success with a high
‘yield of 81 lakh tonnes in 21
lakh hectares. Technologies
formechanmtmn for small
farms as found'in Japan
need to be developed, he told
‘students.

Giriraj, scientist from
Mational Aero Space Lab
(NAL), an institution under

.Central Institute for Scien-

tific Research, said that
NAL has numerous pro-

grammes to help education=

al instifutions gain from its
expertise.

' Seminars, exchange pro-
grammes, sharing of state
of the art labs and libraries,
hands on training in design
and developing light, un-
manned and remote con-

“trolled aircrafts used for
‘strategic purposes are some

of the institutional support

“of NAL, he said.

Dr A K Natesan, honorary
chairman Excel Educational
Ingtitutions, Pallakapa-
layam made welmme speech
-while vice.chairman Dr

Karthic rendered vote of -

thanks. Nearly 100 engineer-
mg ami polytechnic colleges
\are participating in the exhi-
bitions apart from 300
schools. Laser security sys-

~tems, auto power metering

systems, tsunami detector

Nadu Agricultural Univer- rand speed reducers near edu:

sity in his speech said that
technology was responsible
for India’s attainment of
self sufficlency in'food.
The challenge before the
country-is to develop tech-
nologies to boost productiv-

/ity as the declining area of

cultivation due to drastic

land use pattern’ change.

cational institutions were:

‘some of the best exhihits.
“iThe aero show included
ﬂ:ﬂng of remote coritrolled
unmanned, miniature air-
crafts, flight operation sim-
ulat;nns in. computer
sereens, model exhibit of

‘MIG fighter aircraft and

Cessna aircraft.
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