L b

ational  Asrospace | aboratoriss
(MaL, a constituent of the Counil
of hoiertific and lndustrial Ressanch
AR, Incfia, is the cnly Civilian zercspace BED
abgratary in India. & has many advanced
1257 faciliies {many of them mecognised a
Mationg! Facilities) which are the best in the
country and comparable Lo those autside,
Alang with these fedilisies, its alobaly
recognised compstence has cnaibled WAL 1o
achieve notable BAD successes, innovative
lechnology oovelopments and advanced
resting capabilities. WAL hes alse provided
vl acdled inputs 1 all national aeraspace
DrOGrammes,
bs contributions cuver the last Fee decades
rave enabled it o Creats a niche for itself in
the areas ol advancen acrospacs research
aned lechnoloay deseloprient MAL hes besn
listed by Inclia Today as “one of the finest
institutions that make the nation work”
Cnecial lssue on &0 vears of Incependence
— Augusr 2008),
MALs widespread capanilities of providing
achancad technaloryy soluticns 1o problams
flight wehicle design enabizd i o
conceive and implermen: full scale aircraft
programmes of ufility (o he nation and
maving potentizl marset overzeas, MAL has
thus come o spearhead the -"jf“"j" and
aevelopment of srall civil ainceafts in India,

Flying high -- NAL spearheads Indian
Civil Aviation Design & Development

Al's achizvernents in the civil aeronacitics
is naw fairly well known,  Starting with
the assembhyr and flight of a Light Canard
Research  Aircrall (LCRA)L MAL went on
o desion and deve HAMNSA, an all
COmposite,  Zssat, frainer aircrall  with
ey and night capabilities, Teelve HAMSA
gircrafis are now fing in a8 number of
flving clubs (through the courtesy of the
DECA) and fulfiling the nesd 1o train a
largz number of pilats required o mest
the ever increasing demand. Most recenthy
twa aircraft were delivered o the Chennai
lyimg Cleb and one sach 1o the Amrilssr
and the Guwahati Flying Clubs, The aircraft
alsa flew in the Melbourne Air Shaw in
Australia in 2007 and is undergoing Might
certification in that country, thus opening &
revy commmencial window for this aircraft in
the intematicnal arens.

lwo prolotypes of SARAS, the 14-seal
multi-rale  light  transport  aircraft  are
currently aiding flight cartification. The
third, weight  ootimized,  Production
standargl  Adrcraft  (PSA] s onder
marufacture and is expeocied o fly by end
of 2009 The aircraft is expecied o have
full certification by DGQCA in 2010, The 1AT
has indizated its intenticn o pracure 15
numbzers of SARAS [with possibly mone
being procured laten for its cperationg

wse, HAL-Kanpur will be (he production
agency 1o meet this requirement.

A S-szal General Avdarion Alncraft is uncer
cevelopment jointhy with the Mahbindra
Greup This i the  fiist  Public-Private
partnership of the country in this sectorn
The aircrall s expected to fiy by the and of
L1 e,

Utilising the expertise scguired during
all the above programmes and keeging in
wimas the long term perspectives, NaL has
oroposed the development of a Regionz!
Trensport Aircraft (RTA)L under its 1ith Five
Year Plan programme. This is proposed
25 2 multi- agency programme with MaL
plaving the lzadershin ol I anticioation
of the approval of this proposal, NAL has
alreadly initizted lechnology development
and concepl studies relared 1o this airgralt
Lo enhance the preparedness o handle
lhe proegramme as soon as it recehies
approval

in conclesion MAL, in its Golden )
Year, has reason to be satished over its
significant angt spedialised  contributions
o the natian over Lhe lzst 50 vears in the
high tech azrospsce domain, |owewsr,
it Conbinues too sTive towards  grester
achievemeants  in futunistic ssrospace
technologics and grealer particination |
national efforts.




