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Workshop to draw up plan for application of technology in the region

IIT organises scientists’ meet

ASTAFFREPORTER

Feh. 4: Leading scientists of the
country have descended on the
Indian Institute of Technology
(II'T) in the city to chalk out a sus-
tainable action plan for applica-
tion of science and technology
with a regional focus.

The four-day national work-
shop on Science and Technology
for Regional Development of
Northeast India has been organ-
ised by Tezpur University in as-
sociation with 1IT, Guwahati,
and Cenire for Mathematical
and Computer Simulation (€-
MMACS), Bangalore.

Each region has special envi-
ronental and gecgraphical
characteristics that determine
the suitability, adaptability and
criticality of applied science and
technology for the region. “This
is particularly true of the North-

easi, which has unique geo-cli-
matic and bio-giverse features,”
said an organiser.

With this workshop, Tezpur
University, [IT Guwsghati and C-
MMACS Bangalore have taken
the initiative to establish and en-
hance scientific cellaboration
both at individual and institu-
tional levels to develop and ¢o-or-
dinate a platform to address is-
sues eritieal for the Northeast,

Inaugurating the workshop,
chief minister Tarun Gogot said
the state government would con-
stitute a task force to examine
the recommendstions of the
workshop. He said Assam has
not heen able to make much
headway in the development of
science and technology despite
having abundant resources. He
called on the scientist communi-
ty to help curb the social prob-
lems of the state. “Social and

economic development must go
hand inhand,” said Gogoi.

Speaking on the occasion,
Arun Nigavekar, UGC chair-
man, said science and technolo-
gy are the best tools for fransfor-
mation. He called on the scien-
tists and the academicians to put
in a bold effort for all-round
progress in all spheres.

Other distinguished guests at
the inaugural function included
vice-chancellor of Tezpur Uni-
versity P. Bhattacharyya, direc-
tor of IIT, Guwahati, G. Barua,
scientist in-charge of C-
MMACS, Bangalore, Gangan
Prathap and chairman of board
of governors, HT Guwahati,
AK. Saikia.

The workshop will include
talks by eminent technologists
on topics related t¢ infrastruc-
ture development, seismic haz-
ard, seience and education, natu-

ral resource management,
weather forecasting, agriculture
and food processing and energy
and environment. .

The workshop has provided a
forum for scientists from differ.
ent universities of India, CSIR
laboratories, HTs and industries
as well as researchers and young
scientists from the Northeast for
interaction.

On the inaugural day, A. Ni-
gaveker of the UGC delivered a
lecture on Augmenting Science
and Technology Education
through the internet. The other
papers were on Promises and
Failures of Northeast Indiz in
Petrochemicals by Sukumar
Maiti of IIT, Kharagpur, Conser-
vation of Plant Gensetic Re-
source for Food and Nutritional
Secyrity by G.L. Kaul, Assam
Agriculiural University, Jorhat,
amd Potential Areas of Biotech-

presentations

nology Relevant to Northeast
India by PC. Deka, Jorhat.

A paper on Rest Assured,
India Can Shine will be present-
ed by Gangan Prathap, C.
MMACS, Bangalore, and Devel-
opment of Potential Technology
for the Preservation of Non-Con-
ventional Vegetables and Fruits
Grown in Northeast India by
A.S. Bawa, Mysore.

There will be poster presen-
{ations on various topics like Ex-
otic Bucalyptus Plantation in the
Brahmapuira Valley: A study on
Ecological Impaet on Soil There-
of by Regional Research Labora-
tory, Jorhat, and Polyvinyl Alco-
hol as Taste Sensing Material by
IIT, Kharagpur. The other poster
inclhude Fresh
Ginger Processing — RRL Expe-
rience in the Northeast by Re-
gional Research Lahoratory
(CSIR), Thiruvananthapuram.



